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LXIV. A Letter to Mr. Peter Collinfon,
E.R. §. concerning a particular [pecies of
Coralline. By Mr. John Ellis, F. R. S.

SIR,
Read Febr. 7, Mong the obfervations I have lately
1754 made on the marine produions, I

find, that many. corallines, as well as corals, are com-
pofed of a great number of tubes, which proceed
from animals; and as thefe tubes are made of dif-
ferent materials in different fpecies, fo are they dif-
pofed in variety of different forms. Some are united
clofely and compaétly together, as in the red coral,
fee Plate XVII. letter A4 ; and in'fome fpecies of the
white, as at letter B ; in both of ‘which they appear,
combined together, forming irregular ramifications,
like trees: Others rife in'tufts, like groupes of the tu-
bular ftalks of plants, diftin from one another. Two
forts of thefe the fithermen frequently take up at fea
in their nets, particularly near the Buoy of the Nore,
at the opening of the river Thames.. When thefe
are firft taken out of the fea, and immediately put into
a bafon of fea water, you may obferve, that each tube
has its proper polype, fitting on it, of a mofl beautiful
crimfon colour, Letter D, in Plate XVII. gives us
the figure of the largeft kind, called, in Ray’s Syzopfs,
Ed. 3. p. 31. Adianti aurei minimi facie planta ma-
rina ; and letter C is a fmaller kind, called, in Ray’s
Synopfis; Ed. 3. p. 39. Fucus Dealenfis fiftulofus la-
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To thefe I {hall join thofe curious tubes, with their
animals, which you were {o kind to fend me; and
think this {pecies may not improperly be called Co~
rallina tubularia Melitenfis, cum [colopendris fuis, ten-
taculis duobus duplicato-pinnatis, inflruitis.

Upon taking the tubes and animals of this curious
Maltefe coralline out of the fpirits of wine, wherein
they had been preferved, I perceived a fmall flimy
bag, in which they feemed to be inferted, and to
take their rife from, as'may be obferved at letter d,
Plate XVIII. What has been the ufe of this bag,is un-
certain, unlefs we conjeéture it to have been the ma-
trix of feveral of thefe fcolopendras in their embrio
ftate, '

The tubes, which are built by the inclofed ani-
mals, as they rife in height, gently increafe in dia-
meter : The texture of their outfide coat is formed
of an afh- coloured earthy matter, of different {hades
in different ftrata, and clofely united to an inner coat,
which is of a tough, horny, tranfparent, and very
{mooth fubftance; the cavity, or infide, of the tube,
is perfe@tly round, tho’ the animal is of a long com-
prefled figure, like a leach extended. It appears,
from the marks of its feet on the infide of the tube,
that it can turn itfelf freely about, and moveup and
down, the better to attack and fecure its prey.

This fcolopendra has two very curious and re-
markable tentaculi, or arms, the left much larger
than the right; thefe are doubly feathered, as may
be feen, in the magnified part, at C: The number of
feet on each fide of the body of this animal exceeds
one hundred and fifty.

Sss ‘ The
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The annexed Plate XVIII. will beft explain the reft ;
where 4 is the belly-part of the animal, in its na-
tural fize, hanging out of its tube.

B is the fame fide'of the whole animal a little mag-
nified.

@ is the back-part of the head of the animal, fitting
in its tube.

A is the back-part of the whole animal a little mag-

nified.
¢ thews the infide of the tube with the ftrata, orrings,

feen through the horny inner coat.

I return you my thanks for this favour, and think,
that the largenefs and diftin@nefs of the animals and
tubes, in this fpecies, ferve greatly to illuftrate that
genus of corallines which I have called tubulary, I

am,

SIR,
Your much obliged, and

obedient humble fervant,
Lawrence Lane, o
Feb.7,1754- John Ellis.

P. S. The coralline called in Ray’s Synop/. Ed. 2.
p- 2. and Ed. 3. p. 36. N° x5. Fruticulus mari-
nus, cauliculis craffiufculis teretibus rigidss, pen-

- natus, which 1 have named the herring-bone
coralline, and which is very common on oyfters
all the winter feafon, fhews remarkably, by the
help of a common magnifying glafs, the tubu-

lary
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lary ftruCtute, not only of fome of the corals
and corallines, but of the keratophytons, or fea
feather ; only with this difference, that the tubes
of the herring-bone coralline are of a fpongy
elaftic nature, and always remain open ; whereas
the others, being of a more foft and vifcid na-
ture, by time, and the heat of the climate, are
comprefled together, and harden, fome into ftone,
and fome into born or wood: But this I may
explain, perhaps, more clearly hereafter.

In Plate XVIIL. you have, at E, the natural fize and
appearance of the herring-bone coralline; at F and
G the root, and one of the upper branches, are mag-
nified, to thew the tubes.

LXV. Obfervations om the late fevere cold
Weather. By William Arderon, F. R. S.
and Henry Miles, D. D. F.R. S.

Part of a Letter from William Arderon, F. R. S.
to Henry Baker, F. R. S. containing Obferva-
tions, made at Norwich, on the late fevere cold
Weather.

Dear Sir,
Read Feb. 11,7 Have not time to fend you now a dif-
1754 tin& account of all the obfervations

I have been making this fevere feafon; but the few
that follow will, I hope, excufe me to you, for the pre-

fent. They were taken by thermometers-expofed to
Sss 2 the



